
 The 40
th

 annual 
PRSSA National Conference 
welcomed 22 Central Michi-
gan University students with 
networking opportunities, 
resume critiques and plenty 
of Philly cheese steaks.  The 
five day conference took 
place in the heart of down-
town Philadelphia at the 

Loews Hotel. 

 Most of the stu-
dents arrived on the after-
noon of October 19.  After 
settling in, there were chap-
ter development sessions 
followed by a òBring Us 
Something PRSSA Socialó.  
Schools from all over the 
country traded their schoolõs 
memorabilia providing an 
opportunity to network with 
other chapters.  There was 
also a DJ and raffle prizes 

including two Coach bags.  

  òIt was great to 
meet so many future em-
ployers and PRSA members 
at one place at one time!ó 

senior Teresa Asevedo said. 

 Saturday featured 
the keynote speaker Rich 
Jernstedt, CEO, EVP and 
Senior Partner of the public 
relations firm Fleishman-
Hillard.  Jernsteid along with 
the PRSSA National Commit-
tee researched the informa-
tion public relations students 

wanted to learn about.  He 
briefly touched on the ma-
jority of topics their research 
suggested.  Most of the 
speeches focused on getting 
that first job after graduation 

and tips for interviewing.  

 Saturday had three 
more sessions with speakers 
focusing on topics from 
sports PR to event planning.  
Students were free for the 
rest of the afternoon to ex-
plore Philadelphia on their 

own.  

 Sunday was filled 
with activities for students to 
attend.  The crowd favorite 
was the keynote speech 
given by Mia Farrow.  PRSSA 
members joined PRSA mem-
bers in the Marriot Hotel for 
the actress turned humani-
tarianõs speech.  She dedi-

cated her entire presenta-
tion to her work being done 
in Darfur.  She shared the 
tragedies occurring there 

and its effect on her life. 

 òWhen we saw Mia 
speak, the most shocking 
information I learned was 
the devastating things that 
are being done to women 
and their children. The pub-
lic murders and rapes were 
hard for me to listen to and 
it was even more difficult to 
see pictures of the victims,ó 
senior Shanna Williamson 

said. 

 Sunday also en-
tailed the òLight Up the 
Night Social,ó where mem-
bers were required to wear 
cocktail attire.  There was a 
DJ and more raffle prizes.  
This was another event 
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great for meeting other PRSSA members 

from different chapters. 

 On Monday, PRSSA members 
were again invited to join PRSA at the 
Marriot for keynote speaker Tim Russert, 
managing editor and moderator for 
òMeet the Press.ó  Russert is also the 
political analyst for òNBC Nightly Newsó 
and òToday.ó Russert shared his work 
from a journalistõs perspective in his 

captivating session. 

 Monday also had more ses-
sions with a wide variety of speakers.  
Perhaps the most useful part of the day 
was the resume critique and career 
development exhibition.  In the resume 
critique, a small group of members sat 
at a round table with a professional.  
Resumes were passed around and cri-

tiques were given in a relaxed setting.   

  

  

 On Tuesday, keynote speaker 
Donna Brazile talked about her work as 
the first African-American woman to 
lead a major presidential campaign in 
2000 for Gore-Liberman.  Also on Tues-
day was a farewell breakfast for PRSSA 
members after a successful career-

building packed weekend.  

 òI thought the conference was 
beneficial and I met a lot of people. I 
enjoyed learning about other chapters. 
It was interesting to get other schools 
ideas to improve our own chapter,ó 

senior Michelle Remer said. 

 Next yearõs conference will be 
in Detroit.  This year 15 more people 
went to National Conference than last 
year.  There are even higher expecta-
tions for next yearõs conference seeing 

as it takes place in our own Motor City. 

 òLife changing,ó òcore shakingó 
and òabsolutely amazingó are phrases I 
often use to describe my experience this 
summer.  I interned full-time at a won-
derful non -profit organization called 
Link Community Development. I gained 
experience in primary research, writing, 
pitching to the media and organiza-
tional communication.  I explored Eng-
land and traveled Europe every chance 
I got and for cheaper than you may 
think. I saw Stonehenge, one of the 
seven ancient wonders of the world. I 
visited some of the most beautiful 
beaches at Barcelona. I even ventured 
over to Amsterdam and experienced a 
culture unlike anything I had ever wit-
nessed.  Through all of this, I made life-
long friends from all over the world and 

ended up with two job offers.  

 In London, I was enrolled in 
the American Intercontinental Univer-
sity (AIU). The advisors at AIU required I 
write, in letterform, a description of my 
personal requirements in an internship. 
They used the letter to find the best 
internship for me. After being inter-
viewed, I chose the best one.  If the 
internship turned out to be ineffective, 
the schoolõs advisors would work to find 

a better suited internship.  

 There are many things to con-
sider when studying abroad. Money, 
timing with school and leaving the 
country for a while can be daunting. I 

 The Office of International 
Education (OIE) says studying abroad is 
the experience of a lifetime.  As PR peo-
ple we know the importance of a good 
slogan- òThe experience of a lifetime.ó 
However, while OIEõs slogan about 
their program is true, it does not do 
justice to my experience interning in 

London, England.  

would be lying if I said I was not scared.  
Sometimes, the things you are most 
afraid to do are the things that you gain 
the most from in life. The amazing 
things I saw, the great people I met, and 
my fabulous internship contributed to 
the extremely high level of personal 
growth I experienced. I have stronger 
relationships, better communication 
and leadership skills and greater self-
confidence. I left for London a naive girl 
and came back to America a strong 
woman ready to take on my life as an 
adult. Only my experiences abroad 

could give me this change so quickly.  

Words alone cannot describe 
the complexity of my experiences and 
how I grew as a human being from my 
travels. The only words of advice I can 
offer are this: if you are at all interested 
in studying abroad, but you have reser-
vations for whatever reasons, find a 
way to make it work. Whether it is 
money, friends or timing with school - 
find a way to make it happen. This is the 
time to do it. Believe it or not, you will 
never be so unconstrained as you are 

now.  

For more information on 
studying abroad through CMU, please 

visit www.oie.cmich.edu/studyabroad.  
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 The career exhibition featured 
representatives from PR firms all over 
the country.  They explained what their 
respective firms handled and accepted 
resumes.  Members from the national e-
board were also on hand to answer 

questions. 

 òThe most beneficial aspect of 
the conference was the PRSA speakers 
as well as the career fair. I was able to 
meet a lot of people who work in agen-
cies and obtain their contact informa-
tion for after graduation,ó Williamson 

said. 

 Monday night featured a 40
th

 
anniversary awards ceremony and din-
ner.  Awards were given for excellence, 
and scholarships were also presented. 
CMUõs Teresa Asevedo received two 
awards while her chapter members 

cheered on enthusiastically.   

CE N T R A L P R E M I E R 

Study Abroad M i c h e l l e  B r i t t  

Britt visiting the Queens Castle,          

Buckingham Palace 



an easy-going 

temperament, 

he enjoyed 

plentiful back 

rubs and 

many breaks 

from the hot 

cement as 

several of the 

CMU team 

carried him 

about the 

grounds. 

Stanley was 

featured on 

the an-

nouncer stage 

in hopes to be 

adopted. It 

was the CMU 

teamõs job to 

make Stanley look good and parade 

him around the area in hopes to catch 

the eye of a prospective adopter. 

 At the end of the day, Stanleyõs 

future looked bright; at least two indi-

viduals planned on visiting the Roches-

ter Hills location the next day to adopt 

Stanley.     

òIt was interesting to see so 

many breeds of dogs,ó said Kurnat. òThe 

weather was really nice, so that defi-

Detroit went to the dogs this 

past October during the Michigan Hu-

mane Societyõs second annual dog 

walk, Mega March for Animals. And PR 

Central was there to witness the largest 

four legged charity walk in the state of 

Michigan.   

 The Mega March took place on 

Oct. 7. at Hart Plaza in downtown De-

troit. Over 4,500 walkers raised more 

than $250,000 for the animals of MHS. 

It is estimated approximately 8,000 dogs 

were in attendance on the hot Sunday 

afternoon.    

 PR Central members Steevy 

Griffin, Shanna Williamson, Meagan 

Kurnat and Amy LeMieux volunteered 

at the event.     

All five girls acted as cheerlead-

ers to thousands of participants as they 

finished the two -mile route. 

 òIt was fun to cheer for the 

people, especially the childrenó said 

Kapusta. òMany people were excited to 

see people cheering them on, even the 

dogs!ó    

 The CMU team had fun pet-

ting and doting over the furry friends. 

One particular dog, Stanley, stole the 

heart of the group.  Up for adop-

tion, Stanley was a small mixed-breed 

toy dog. Not weighing much and with 

nitely helped make the event a success.ó

 òThere was such a great turn-

out and everything went really well,ó 

Williamson agreed. 

The event was certainly 

viewed as a success by everyone. 

 For more information on the 

Michigan Humane Society, visit 

www.michiganhumane.org.  
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PR Central  goes Dog Crazy at MHS Mega 

March a m y  l e m i e u x  

V O L U M E 7 ,  I S S U E 1  
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 Over $550 was raised at PR Centralõs 6
th

 
Annual Battle of the Bands fundraiser on Wednes-
day, November 14

th
.    

 The event took place at The Blackstone in 
downtown Mount Pleasant and began at 9 p.m.   
 òIt was incredibly successful, as it always is. 
However, this year because the event was for such a 
great cause, PR Central members and attendees 
were excited at the opportunity to contribute to the 
Save Darfur Coalition. The organization helps raise 
awareness regarding genocide in Africa and we 
were happy to contribute to them while developing 
our public relations skills,ó PR Central President, 

Steevy Griffin said.  

 The bands competing for a $100 prize in-
cluded Headed for Zen, I Became the Sky and Mr. 
Denton on Doomsday.  Winning by popular crowd 
vote was Headed for Zen for a second consecutive 

year. 

Dan Furca, guitarist of 'Headed For Zen'  

PR Central members cheer on participants as they cross the finish line 


